     


  PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP


     

  REGULAR MEETING

                             JANUARY 10, 2011
Plymouth Township Council held its Regular Meeting at the Plymouth Township Building. The following officials were in attendance:


  Council:   
Vince Gillen -------------- Chairman

         
Maria Weidinger ----------- Vice-Chairman

            Dean Eisenberger

            Mary Lou Readinger

            Sheldon Simpson

Staff:       
Karen Weiss ----------------- Manager

           
Michael Clarke -------------- Solicitor
                 Tim Creelman ---------------- Finance Director

                 Joe Lawrence ---------------- Chief of Police
                 Russ Benner ----------------- T & M Associates


  Prior to the Regular Meeting this evening, a meeting was held at 6:30   p.m. pertaining to the Diamond Run Sewer Project. That meeting         ended at 7:00 p.m. and the Regular Meeting was convened at 7:05 p.m.   by Chairman Gillen and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
  Mr. Gillen asked for a moment of silence in honor of the victims of    the shooting in Arizona this past weekend. 
  Citizen Board Service Resolutions – ACTION 

1) Kevin Lawrence – Building Code Appeals Board – Mr. Simpson
read the resolution recognizing Kevin Lawrence for his generous and outstanding service while serving Plymouth Township on the Building Code Appeals Board from November, 2008 until December 2010. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
2) Sheldon Simpson – Emergency Services Board – Mr. Eisenberger
read the resolution recognizing Sheldon Simpson for his generous and outstanding service while serving Plymouth Township on the Emergency Services Board from June, 2008 until December, 2010. Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Gillen. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
3) Barbara Thompson – Park, Recreation & Shade Tree Advisory 

Board – Ms. Readinger read the resolution recognizing Barbara Thompson for her generous and outstanding service while serving Plymouth Township on the Park, Recreation & Shade Tree Advisory Board from January, 2009 until December, 2010. Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
4) Joanne Mamrosch – Historical Architectural Board – Mr Gillen 
read the resolution recognizing Joanne Mamrosch for her generous and outstanding service while serving Plymouth Township on the Historical Architectural Board from January, 2007 until December, 2010. Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
5) Joe Connor – Zoning Hearing Board – Mr. Simpson read the 
Resolution recognizing Joe Connor for his generous and outstanding service while serving Plymouth Township on the Zoning Hearing Board from January, 2006 until December, 2010. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
6) Carolyn Nickels – Environmental Advisory Board – Ms.
Weidinger read the resolution recognizing Carolyn Nickels for her generous and outstanding service while serving Plymouth Township on the Environmental Advisory Board from January, 2008 until December, 2010. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
Mr. Simpson thanked Mr. Connor for his years of service while serving on the Zoning Hearing Board and the Planning Agency. 
  Public Comment
  Mr. Gillen asked if there was any public comment pertaining to any of   the items advertised on the agenda and there was none.   

  ANNOUNCEMENT - Executive Session held January 3, 2011 

  Chairman Gillen announced that Council held an Executive Session on    January 3, 2011 to discuss litigation and personnel matters. 
  APPPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairman Gillen called for the approval of       the minutes.
     a. Workshop Meeting         December 6, 2010     

     b. Regular Meeting          December 13, 2010
  Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the minutes without the           necessity of reading and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call    vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr.     Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 

  APPROVAL OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND BILLS: Chairman Gillen            called for the approval of the departmental reports and bills. 
  Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the departmental reports and    bills and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken    and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms.        Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 

                      

    ADMINISTRATION 
a.Right-of-Way Ordinance – ACTION – Mr. Clarke stated that this is an ordinance regulating the installation, location, construction, maintenance and repair of equipment and facilities as defined within the public rights-of-way and easements within the Township and setting procedures for the same. The ordinance sets rental fees, etc and sets procedures for enforcement. If a company seeks to come into Plymouth Township and place any sort of equipment or fiber optic lines dealing with telecommunications or cable service in the Township rights-of-way, the ordinance will set out the procedures that must be followed including insurance, indemnity, location and the percentage that the Township receives which is 5% of the gross revenues. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the ordinance and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
b.LTD Broker of Record – Mr. Clarke stated in order for a broker to get quotes for the Township on long-term disability insurance they need a broker of record. This item pertains to appointing  Model Consulting, Inc., as the Township’s Broker of Record for all existing policies with Reliance Standard effective February 1, 2011.  The motion passed 4-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Mr. Simpson was opposed.  

          
 POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY
                 
                    PUBLIC WORKS/SEWER

a.Liquid Fuels Resolution – Mr. Clarke read the resolution whereas every year Plymouth Township receives an allocation from the PA Department of Transportation which is to be used for the maintenance and repair of Township roads as specified. Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  

                       ENGINEERING
             SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 
               SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

a. S.D. 08-3 Iannuzzi/2750 Narcissa Road
   1. Expiration date February 28, 2010    
b. Escrow Releases – ACTION

   1. 1310 Wood Street – Ms. Readinger stated that the Township is in receipt of a request from the developer for a release of escrow funds in the amount of $58,755.00 for items completed in accordance with said plans. Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the escrow release and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
   2. Exeter Crossing – Ms. Readinger stated that the Township is in receipt of a request from the developer for a release of escrow funds in the amount of $66,975.00 for items completed in accordance with said plans. Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the escrow release and was seconded by Mr. Gillen. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. . 
   3. Kilduff Gravers Road – Mr. Eisenberger stated that the Township is in receipt of a request from the developer for a release of escrow funds in the amount of $4,475.00 for items completed in accordance with said plans. Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the escrow release and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
   4. Julian Court – Mr. Eisenberger stated that the Township is in receipt of a request from the developer for a release of escrow funds in the amount of $43,726.92 for items completed in accordance with said plans. Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the escrow release and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
c. Release of Guaranties – ACTION 

   1. Conicelli Toyota – Mr. Clarke read the resolution whereas Plymouth Township approves the release of the landscape maintenance guarantee for Conicelli Toyota, Land Development Application 06-7, located at 550 West Ridge Pike. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the release of the landscape guaranty and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 4-0-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Mr. Gillen abstained. 
                    

             CODE ENFORCEMENT/HEALTH
____________________________________________________________                  
                          ZONING 
a.Zoning Hearings – Ms. Weidinger announced that the Zoning Hearing Board of Plymouth Township will hold a public hearing on Monday, January 17, 2011 commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Plymouth Township Building, 700 Belvoir Road, Plymouth Meeting on the following applications: 1) FLORENCE SHORE AND 2) MICHAEL & KARA ANTENUCCI. Any citizen of Plymouth Township or interested person may attend the public hearing and have an opportunity to be heard.  
b.Opposition – Ms. Weidinger made a motion that the Township send its Solicitor to voice Council’s opposition to the Florence Shore application. The motion was seconded by Ms. Readinger; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
Mr. Slavish, 10 Valley Creek Road asked why Council was opposing the application of Ms. Shore. Mr. Simpson explained that the applicant was proposing to rent the in-law suite as an apartment which the Township ordinance does not permit.  
                                   
                     PARKS AND RECREATION  
                     

                   PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

 
                  MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS
a.Citizen Board Vacancies – Ms. Weiss announced that there are vacancies on the following Citizen Boards. 1) Building Code Appeals Board – applicant must have a background in fire engineering, alarms or fire suppression and 2) Emergency Services Board – applicant must be a resident or business person with a business in the Township. 
_________________________________________________________________
                  AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Ms. Readinger stated that she feels that she and her profession were disrespected at the Regular Council Meeting last month by a resident, John Slavish. She explained that she has her BSN in Nursing and has been a registered nurse for the past twenty-five years. 
Mr. Slavish, 10 Valley Creek Road persisted in his comments.  

John Kraus, 10 Traverse Drive said the PA Vehicle Code prohibits parking against the flow of traffic and asked if there is a Township Code pertaining to parking commercial vehicles on Township streets overnight. 

Mr. Gillen stated that he believes that the Police use their discretion regarding parking on residential streets.

Mr. Clarke stated that the PA Code may not apply to residential roads but only to two lane highways. Chief Lawrence explained the officers give warnings, not tickets, in these less serious matters, to promote a positive community spirit. Mr. Clarke will look into this matter and provide Mr. Kraus with information at the Workshop Meeting on February 7th, where Mr. Kraus has asked to be placed on the agenda.  

Tom Cahill, 603 Apache Lane thanked the previous and current Council members for their assistance with the installation of sidewalks on Walton and Township Line Roads. The work has now been completed.  


                      ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Regular Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Jamison 

Recording Secretary     


